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Fig. 1. Host plants of and damaging symptoms caused by Brevennia rehi.

A. Damaging symptoms on Oryza sativa in the field; B. Oryza sativa;

C. Eleusine indica; D. Panicum maximun; E. Paspalum distichum;

F. Leptochloa chinensis.
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Fig. 2. Developmental stages of Brevennia rehi.

A. First instar nymph just after hatching; B. Female adult ; C. Female adult after oviposition; D.
Eggs and female adult ; E. Male nymph enclosed in the cocoon at resting stage; F. Male adult just
after emergence ; G. Male adult. (A-D : bar= 1 mm ; E-G : bar= 0.4 mm)
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Fig. 3. The occrrence frequency of Brevenma rehi on different host plants.

@. Panicum maximun; O, Echinochloa crusgalli var. oryzicola; M, Eleusine indica.
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A Survey on the Wild Host Plants and Life Cycle of
Brevennia rehi (Lindinger) in Taiwan !

Ching-Chung Chen, Wen-Hwa Ko and Chung-Ta Liao *

ABSTRACT

Since 1993, the occurrence of Brevennia rehi (Lindinger) has evolved from low and
sporadic to severe levels in western coastal area of Taiwan where regrowth ratoon
planting is practiced for the second rice crop. This insect occurs usually beneath the leaf
sheaths of host plants, and infection causes stunting of rice plants with yellowing,
wilting or brittle leaves. In addition, the infected plants either have panicles with
unfilled grains or no panicles at all. This rice mealybug has been found also on
numerous other gramineae plants, especial Panicum maximun on which the occurrence
frequency of this insect is higher than that of other plants. The life cycle of female
mealybugs extended to 29.1*2.5 days. Durations for the egg, nympal, resting

(prepupal and pupal) and adult stages for male mealybugs were ca. 4-7, 12, 5-6 and
6-8 days, respectively.
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