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Current status of fertilizer management and counseling measures

Pao-Hsiung Shen and Chun-Chin Huang
Agriculture and Food Agency, COA

Abstract

Fertilizers are an important material for agricultural production and account for a decent
percentage of agricultural inputs. The quality of fertilizers is also a determining factor for
crops' growth and farmers' income. Thus farmers should choose licensed fertilizer products
and apply them rationally, in accordance with crop's demand and the soil's fertility. For years,
the government has put huge emphases on the stability of fertilizer prices. From the crop-for-
fertilizer measure in 1946, programs like collective distribution and sales, market liberalization,
subsidies on price increases, subsidies on eco-friendly materials were implemented one after
another. The pre-ordering mechanism for fertilizers in 2020 adopts the same principle of
prioritizing farmers by taking into account market conditions and prices to balance supply and
demand for stabilized prices and production. In 2008, Agricultural Research and Extension
Stations under the Council of Agriculture (COA) formed the "Counseling Team on Rational
Use of Fertilizers" to educate farmers on how to perform fertility management correctly. The
Agriculture and Food Agency, also an institute under the COA, rewarded farmers for using
organic fertilizers, which could reduce the use of chemical fertilizers. With the promulgation
of Fertilizer Management Act in 1999, fertilizers used for farming including straight fertilizers
that supply nitrogen, phosphorus, or potassium, compound fertilizers, secondary micro-nutrient
fertilizers, plant growth aids, organic fertilizers, and microbial fertilizers are required to be
registered before they can be manufactured, imported, or sold. Under that Act, the government
inspects manufacturing plants and fertilizer products on the market to safeguard farmers and

ensure that land and soil are properly looked after and free of safety risks.

Key Words: Fertilizer, Fertilizer policy, Fertilizer management
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