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Policy on Agri-machinery Subsidies and its Implementation

Hung Yi-Hung*, Lin Tzu-Chieh**
* Section Chief. Agriculture and Food Agency, COA.
**Specialist. Agriculture and Food Agency, COA.

Abstract

Throughout Taiwan’s agricultural development since the 50s, when the agricultural
mechanization was initiated, a wide range of machines and automated equipment for purposes
like land preparation and paddy cultivation have been introduced, and a complete machinery
service system has been established in Taiwan. Recently, in coping with labor shortage and
aging in rural areas, the Council of Agriculture has helped established numerous agricultural
human resource groups and agri-machinery service groups for the relief of rural communities.
Furthermore, the Agriculture and Food Agency, in conjunction with numerous agri-food
counseling programs including pilot plans to introduce and demonstrate labor-saving agri-
machinery, regional agri-machinery subsidy programs, Small Landlord and Big Tennant
program, and Big Granary program, has supported the purchase and introduction of the latest
agri-machinery models from abroad. That has led to greater mechanization and automation of
Taiwan’s agriculture. Last year (2018), under AFA’s counseling, 14 city/county governments
have established agri-machinery service associations and taken part in “Agri-machinery
Service Platform” (Uber of agri-machinery) to provide large agri-machinery units as a service
that can substitute for considerable manpower and alleviate the labor shortage. This year (2019),
NTD 800 million has been allocated to support farmers to purchase 30 categories of small
agri-machinery including cultivators, fertilizer applicators, mowers, and field transporters
to improve the cultivation efficiency of local farms and address the domestic labor shortage

problem.

Keywords: Policy on agri-machinery, Agricultural machinery, Agri-mechanization status
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