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Taiwan Cymbidium Industry Overview

Chun-Liang Lin
Agriculture and Food Agency, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan. R.O.C

Abstract

Taiwan cymbidium cultivation has quite a long history, but was focused on
Chinese cymbidium Ming-goods appreciation with a few fun literati taste cultivation
and a few native species were exported to Japan in the early stage. The export
industry supply chain and production scale were gradual established and expanded
after introduced China and Japan cymbidium varieties were increased and South Korea
exporting market was established in the 1980s. Resulted in increased export amount
as official and research institutions worked together, production facilities, varieties and
cultivation techniques improved significantly, and foreign sales increased year by year.
In 2002, the export volume exceeded 1 thousand metric tons and became the flagship
of export agricultural products in the international flower market. However, export
amount grew stagnantly after facing the world economic recession and orchid price
competition from other countries. Nearly 10 years cymbidium foreign sales remained
between six hundred to one thousand metric tons with the export value swung up and
down around 10 million USD, exported via traders and wholesalers to South Korea (75
%) and China (24%) with mainly bare-rooted plant types stated. Owing to political and
economic factors of the concentrated market in South Korea and China, the price was
too low with no profit gain to the cymbidium growers. Therefore, in order to enhance
quality, predominate market stability, create favorable environment for business
trade access, and enhance industrial competitiveness for orchid industry, COA push
forward 'the Orchid Group production project' in 2009, counseled industry clusters and
carried forward research and development, reinforced the market supplying chain with
assorting international marketing, orchids manpower training, industrial services and
industrial base strengthening, and the quarantine and trade barriers dealing.

Key words : cymbidium, chinese cymbidium, export quantity



