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Yoshino No. 1
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Ching-Meng Tseng, Ya-Jiun Fan, Li-
Hwa Du, Yue-Ie C. Hsing, Fu-Jin Wei,
Jui-Chia Lee

Hualien District Agricultural Research
and Extension Station, Council of Agri-
culture, Executive Yuan, Hualien

County, Taiwan, 973044 Taiwan R. O. C.

ABSTRACT

The rice variety "Yoshino No. 1" is
one of the earliest successful Japonica
rice varieties developed and cultivated in
Taiwan for over a hundred years and is
still actively cultivated by farmers and
available to consumers. The Hualien Sta-
tion has been actively involved in seed
preservation work and has specifically
focused on purifying the "Yoshino No. 1"
variety, providing it to local farmers in-
terested in cultivation, ensuring the con-
tinuous existence of this variety.

According to local elders, it is be-
lieved that "Yoshino No. 1" was brought
to Taiwan and improved by Japanese im-
migrant Aoki Shigeru. It was also known
as the Emperor's rice, offered as a tribute
to the Emperor of Japan, although the de-
tails are unclear. To further understand
the history of "Yoshino No. 1," the Hual-
ien Station commissioned Dr. Fan Ya-
Jiun, a historian, to assist in the research
and established a project team to explore

relevant historical records and interview
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local elders. Many interesting historical
materials about "Yoshino No. 1" that
were previously unknown were discov-
ered, and these findings were compiled
and published in the book "Yoshino No.
1 Rice." This article will introduce the
new discoveries related to "Yoshino No.
1," including finding the Japanese-era
household registration data of the Aoki
family, who brought "Yoshino No. 1" to
Taiwan, and exploring the origin of
"Yoshino No. 1." It will also discuss the
records of three instances when "Yoshino
No. 1" was offered as tribute rice to the
Emperor of Japan during the Japanese co-
lonial era, with the surprising revelation
that the first tribute field in 1928 was lo-
cated in the rice experimental field of the
Hualien Station. After Taiwan's retroces-
sion, "Yoshino No. 1" became a precious
rice variety in the Hualien area, highly
sought after by private rice mills and fa-
vored by affluent consumers or used for
gifting, and it was even presented to the
President at that time. "Yoshino No. 1"
has also been used as breeding material
for rice varieties, and the genetic back-
ground of "Yoshino No. 1" can be found
in many important rice varieties in Tai-
wan, such as Tainung 67. It was also
highly regarded as a raw material for
making sake during the Japanese colonial
era and served as the main ingredient in
famous sake brands such as Zuiko and
Kaisen. It has been confirmed that
"Yoshino No. 1" is a pure Japanese vari-
ety and did not crossbreed with local In-

dica rice varieties in Taiwan.



This article is mainly based on the
book "Yoshino No. 1 Rice" published by
the Hualien Station, introducing newly
discovered historical materials about
Yoshino No. 1. It delves deeper into cer-
tain details mentioned in the book and
also discusses the recent utilization of
Yoshino No. 1 rice.

No. 1,

Yoshino Village, Japanese

Keywords: Rice, Yoshino
immigrant village, Imperial
Grain Fields, Emperor's rice,
Multiple utilization, Sake,

Amazake.
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